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to Hariyananda. If Ramanuja's date of death was 1137 A.D.
and twenty teachers followed him before Ramananda then it is
more likely that he was bom about the end of the fourteenth
rather than that of the thirteenth century.
The date of his death again is difficult to determine.
Bhandarkar puts it at 1411 A.D. (1467 Samvat), Farquhar at
1470 A.D. and the Sanskrit commentary at 1448 A.D. (1505
Samvat). The date of Bhandarkar is obviously unacceptable ;
it is incompatible with the date of his birth and the dates of
his disciples* The date of AgraswamI gives him nearly fifty
years of life but raises no great difficulty with regard to the dates
of his disciples. Farquhar's date fits all the facts easily but it
does not appear on what authority it is based. The authors ok
the history of Hindi literature, Misra Bandhu Vinoda, vaguely
suggest that Ramananda lived about 1456 A.D.^ His career
may provisionally be accepted to lie in the last quarter of the
fourteenth and the first half of the fifteenth centuries.
Ramananda was born at Prayaga (Allahabad) in a Kanya-
kubja Brahmin family. He was* educated partly at Prayaga and
partly at Benares. His first teachsr was a Veddntist of the
monist school, but he became later the disciple of Raghavananda
%vho belonged to Ramanuja's Sri sect. He had an independent
mind, he travelled about the country broadening his outlook,
and, according to Macauliffe, *' it is certain that Ramanand came
in contact at Benares with learned Musalmans."10
The result of his experiences and discussions was that
made a bold departure from the doctrines of the school to which
he belonged. In theological belief he substituted the worship
of Rama for that of Visnu and his consort, and he taught the
doctrine of BhakH to all the four castes without "prejudice. He
rejected the regulations of Ramanuja with regard to the
preparation and partaking of meals, and admitted to his new
sect disciples from all castes, from both sexes and even from
9 Misra Bandhu Vinod :  Ramananda.
lOMacaulitfe: The SikHs, Vol. VI, p.   102.